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to its beneficiaries as soon as possible (tamakkun). Accord-
ing to al-Shafi'i,1 the settlement of zakat is considered pos-
sible (tamakkun min al-adaf) if the owner can actually dis-
burse it to the collector or the zakat beneficiaries, or, as the
Minhaj puts it, if the property and the beneficiaries or the
collector are present, provided, according to the Mugni, that
the owner is not occupied with an important religious or
worldly function, such as prayer or eating, respectively.
If only one beneficiary is on hand, he is given his particular
share, and is not made to wait until the required number of
beneficiaries has appeared. According to the Wajlz one
does not commit sin by delaying disbursement in order to
disburse his zakat to a more deserving person or to his kin,
but if the property meanwhile should be destroyed he makes
good the zakat. In the case of property situated elsewhere,
the disbursement of zakat is considered to have been " pos-
sible " as soon as a time long enough to reach the property
in question elapses. The Malikite 2 view is analogous.

May the zakat debt be settled before it has yet become
due (ta'jll}*? According to the Hanifites this is allowed.
According to Malik, however, an obligation may not be
settled before it has fallen due. According to the preva-
lent Malikite doctrine,3 although anticipation is abominable,
it is nevertheless allowed as regards cattle, gold and silver,
and, with respect to professional traders (nwdlr) only,
also in trade articles before their sale, and debts before
their receipt, provided the debts have not arisen from
loans. Such anticipation may not, however, be by over a
month. Al-Sarakhsi, in support of the Hanifite view, in-
vokes the example of the Prophet who received in advance

1 Umm, p. 44; cf. Minhdj, p. 264; Waftz, p. &>; Mugni, p. 401.
a Kharashi, p. 126.
8 Kharashi, p. 128.